
Thankgiving 
Break:

November 25-29
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Parent-Teacher
Conferences 

 Parent-Teacher conferences for 
grades PK - 4 will take place on Mon-
day, November 25 (Noon – 8 pm) and 
Tuesday, November 26 (8 am - Noon).   
Length of each conference will be 
fifteen (15) minutes.  .
 If small children must accompany 
parents during the conferences, provi-
sions will be made for child care.
 Parent-Teacher conferences for 
grades 5-12 will take place on Mon-
day, November 25 (Noon – 8 pm) in 
the Big Gym.

Implementing Common Core Standards

FFA

SALE
Order Form on Page 7.

Fruit & Cheesecake

Dear Fillmore Parents and Families,
 As we embark on a new school year, our greatest challenge and goal is to 
fully implement the new Common Core Standards.  We began this work last 
year in ELA and math and will continue to work diligently to implement the 
Core Curriculum.  The Common Core supports high expectations for teachers 
and students along with a consistent instructional approach that will benefit 
our students in the long run.  Our staff at Fillmore attended trainings last year 
as well as over the summer to get ahead of the tremendous amount of work 
they have ahead of them to implement the Common Core with validity.   
 However, public schools across the state face several hurdles when 
implementing the Common Core Curriculum.  The New York State Education 
Department (NYSED) has been working to provide units and lesson plans 
to English Language Arts (ELA) and math teachers to help them understand 
specifically what and how they need to teach the Common Core.  While the 
NYS Board of Regents adopted the Common Core in 2010 and the ELA and 
math tests our students took last April were based on the Core, many of the 
Core Curriculum modules (unit plans and lesson plans) in ELA and math 
had still not been released to teachers across the state at that time.  The State 
Education Department failed to meet the deadlines it set to get this information 
to teachers several times in the past year, yet the students in New York State 
were still tested on this information.  It is never a good idea to test students 
on a curriculum that has not yet been fully shared with their teachers. 
 I also have a concern with the way the test scores were calculated as well.  
This year the passing rate in ELA and math was set at a dismal 31%.   Some will 
argue that this dismal passing rate measures the students’ in NYS potential for 
college and career readiness.  However, this is simply not true and the studies 
that have been used to make these bold statements are limited in their scope 
at best.  The fact is the NYS Education Department has a history of making 
the scores in ELA and math across grades 3-8 what they want them to be.  In 
2010, NYSED decided these scores were inflated so they raised the cut points 
and changed the passing rates in ELA and math across the state resulting in 
changing passing rates that went from 77%/86% to 53%/61%.  Same test, just 
different scores that matched the point they were trying to make.  The tests 
are not based on a score of 0-100 and parents, teachers, and administrators 
are no longer allowed to see the tests or review the questions their students 
missed.  Each year after the tests are taken, the state hires psychometritions 
(people who analyze and manipulate test data) to set cut points and weight 
each question on the exam differently based on the number of students across 
the state who answered the question incorrectly.  The psychometritions al-

Continued on next page...
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 Gerry Brown: Gerry lives in Hume with his wife 
Candy.  They have a dog Roxy and a cat Cleo.  Gerry 
finds old lawn tractors to be an interesting hobby while 
Candy likes her flower garden and reading.  They both 
like being outdoors and living in a small town.
 Miranda Early: My name is Miranda Early and I 
am really excited to join the team at Fillmore Central 
School.  I am the new art teacher, and I will be teaching 
pre-k through six grade art students. 
 I graduated from Buffalo State College with a degree 
in Art Education. After graduating I relocated to North 
Carolina where I taught art to elementary students. Fam-
ily brought me back to Western New York, and for the 
past few years I have worked at The Regina A. Quick 
Center for the Arts, as the museum educator.  Currently, I 
am working on my master’s degree in Childhood Literacy 
at St. Bonaventure University.
 Besides having a strong passion for art, I also have 
a passion for family.  My husband and I just welcomed 
our second daughter to the family this past winter! So 
you may frequently hear me bragging about my two 
beautiful daughters, Abigail and Alivia!      
 As the school year begins I look forward to meeting 
and getting to know everyone at Fillmore. If you have 
any question, comments, or items to donate please stop 
by the art room anytime.
 Joey Pastorius: My name is Joey Pastorius. I am a 
1996 graduate of FCS and have been substitute teach-
ing here since 2008. My daughter Olivia is an 8th grade 
student here and Sophia is in 3rd. My youngest, Amelia 
will be ready for Pre-K next year.
 Holly Smith: I live in Orchard Park, NY (Walking 
distance from Ralph Wilson Stadium). I have 8 years of 
health/pe teaching experience (Frontier Middle school, 
Hamburg Central Schools, Immaculata Academy, Erie 1 
BOCES) and 10 years as an all-star cheerleading coach 
(Currently coaching for Buffalo Envy All Stars)
 I graduated from Frontier High School (class of 
2000); and grew up in Lakeview, NY.  I have a BS in 
Health Education from SUNY Cortland; MS in Physi-
cal Education from Canisius College and professional 
certification in both health and physical education.  I 
have a Golden Retriever puppy named Levi (he is my 
first dog and he will be one year old October 29th) and 
an identical twin sister named Heather (we are one 
minute apart) who lives in Los Angeles, California.
 Dennis Thomas was hired as a bus driver for Fill-
more.  He is a Fillmore alumni who still enjoys coming 
back to attend various sporting events.  Dennis is also 
a self-contractor and well known pig roaster.  He is 
married to Carol who owns a beauty shop in town.

FCS Welcomes New Staff Members

low NYSED to control the results of the 
test for better or worse.  In fact, this year 
NYSED announced months before the 
exam was ever given that student test 
scores would drop drastically.  A solution 
would be to base the test score on a 0-100 
point scale, like the NYS Regents Exams 
and allow teachers to see the questions 
and their students’ answers following 
the exam.  If this were to occur, schools 
across NYS would be able to reach their 
targets in a shorter period of time.  
 For now, be assured that Fillmore 
School is working hard to implement 
the ELA and math Common Core into 
our daily lessons and we are expecting 
more from all of our students as well 
to increase student achievement and 
better prepare our students for life after 
graduation.  We are also doing our best 
to provide the support our students 
need to be successful.  Our focus is 
on good instruction and learning and 
this includes the implementation of the 
Common Core Curriculum.
 If you would like to learn more 
about the changes in ELA and math 
that are aligned with the Common Core 
NYSED has put together an excellent set 
of videos to help parents and educators 
better understand these changes.  To 
view these videos, please go to http://
www.engageny.org/video-library  .  We 
are also just starting a library of Com-
mon Core videos that can be found on 
our school website under the heading, 
Common Core.   This is a must if you 
are a parent who provides support when 
your child completes homework. 

 ~ Ravo Root 
 Superintendent of Fillmore School

Common Core
Standards Continued...

Gerry Brown

Holly Smith

Dennis Thomas

Joey Pastorius

Miranda Early
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     Wide Awake Club Library News
 We have had a very busy summer 
at the library!  145 children and teens 
registered for our Summer Reading 
Program: “DIG INTO READING”.  
The children read for a combined total 
of 708 hours, while the teens read a 
total of 87 books.  Congratulations to 
our Summer Reading prize winners:  
Dominik Liddick, Andrew Pool, Ca-
rissa Hilsher, Kirsten Babbitt, Victoria 
Holmes, Jack Jordan, Sawyer Brown, 
Kathleen Holmes, Andrew Hotchkiss, 
and Katya Howard.
 Preschool Story Hour is held every 
Tuesday at 10:30 am.  Come and join 
Miss Bonnie as she reads some great 
books, make a simple craft, and enjoy 
some yummy snacks!  
 Thanks to a grant from Southern 
Tier West the library was able to pur-
chase new public computers and a new 
color copier/printer/scanner.  
 JobLink Allegany will be at the 
library to assist those who need help 
with online job searching on Monday, 
Oct. 21st at 10 am.  Call the library for 
details at 567-8301.
 Our Annual Holiday Bazaar will be 
held on Sat. November 9th from 9 am – 

noon.  Baked goods, trash-to-treasures, 
homemade soups, children’s gift table 
with free gift wrap, hand-made crafts, 
plants, and knit goods are just some of 
the great finds this year.  Come support 
the library and take home some great 
holiday treasures! 

 2013, 2nd Quarter  and 3rd Quar-
ter Memorials and Donations are as 
follows: 
 Donations: Richard and Valerie 
Perkins; Dan and Joan Dain; Robert 
Colombo; American Legion Auxiliary; 
Martha Bower; Walker and Associates; 
Carol Smith;  Region 5 Journey for 
Sight; and Donna Bower; and Ruth Reda 
(in honor of Ralph & Rose Cox 65th 
Anniversary).
 Memorials:  For Louise Mills by 
Lilly Milliman. For Mae Stevens by: 
Genevieve Kolakowski, and by Sally 
Richardson. For Robert Kent by Di-
anna Ackerman.  For Leona Eldridge 
by Helen Hall. For Sandy Campbell by 
David Campbell. For Shirley Lilly by 
Pete Hinchey.  For Billie (Willa) Talbott 
by: Wed. Night Bible Study Group of 
UMC, and by Herb and Karen Williams. 

For Marion Smith by: FODS Team @ 
Ortho Clinical Diagnostics; Marianne 
Sullivan; Pat Ricketts; Newfield & Cop-
perwood Neighbors; Lilly Milliman; 
Ruth Reda; the Wide Awake Club.  For 
Alice Yanda by: Lilly Milliman; James 
and MaryAnn Downing; Ruth Reda; 
Norb and Wilma Sylor; Cathy and Joe 
Granita; Bob and Waynette Mastin; 
Sandy and Steve Long; Donna Bower; 
Janice and Paul Hatch; I.B. of E.W. Lo-
cal 97; Linda Blanchet; Hattie Kulinski;  
the Canasta Club; Mr. and Mrs. Polaski; 
Junior and Carol Johantgen; Regional 
Accounting Services of Buffalo, Fredo-
nia and Olean; Melissa and Bernard 
Mills; Kent and Alise Rounsville; Philip 
and Eileen Carlson; the Wide Awake 
Club;  Kathy Wolfer; Judy and Alan 
Mills; Pat Ricketts; and Joseph and 
Carolyn Sciandra; Carole Smith; June 
Waldon;  Virginia Babbitt; Leora and 
Richard Yanda; Homemakers’ Club; the 
Brooks Hose Co. Auxilary; and Ted and 
Nancy Harding. For Lisa Sylor by Ruth 
Reda;  for Christa Neale by the Home-
makers’ Club; and for Pete Oleksyn by 
the Oleksyn family. 

 Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven 
things up at the school- and he’s always had plenty of great ideas. 
But it looks like Nick’s days of classroom shenanigans are over- 
thanks to his no-nonsense teacher, Mrs. Granger. That is, until 
Nick learns an interesting tidbit about how words are created. 
He and his friends come up with the wild idea to create a new 
word and it catches on like wild fire!
 Join the Middle School cast in the presentation of “Frin-
dle” on Thursday, November 7th and Friday November 8th 
at 7 pm in the FCS auditorium. Admission is free!

Middle School Drama Club
to Present "Frindle" Nov.7 & 8

2013 FCS CREST:
There are still several 2013 
yearbooks available to be 

purchased at a cost of $38.00. 
Call or stop and see Mrs. 

Reding, yearbook advisor, if 
you would like to purchase one.

 PLEASE NOTE: Parents/legal guard-
ians may request the composite effective-
ness scoring ranges and final quality ratings 
of a teacher or principal to whom their child 
is currently assigned.  Please contact Ravo 
Root, Superintendent of Fillmore School at 
585-567-2251 or rroot@fillmorecsd.org if 
you are interested in scheduling an appoint-
ment to make this request and receive the 
score in person.   
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FCS Christmas Assistance Programs
 We are getting 
closer and closer to 
the Christmas holi-
day.  This is usually 
a very happy time for 
families and friends.  
Unfortunately, some-
times it can be a fi-
nancially stressful 
time as well.  
 FCS tries very 
hard to help as many 
families as possible.  Again this year we 
have two programs up and running that we have done in-
house for several years.  
 The first is Warm the Children.  This is our coat drive. In 
the past FCS employees and community members have donated coats as 
well as money to purchase coats for our children here at FCS.
 The second program is our Secret Santa program.  Student Council, 
FCS employees, and the Fillmore Community have donated gifts as well 
as money for gifts for FCS families.
 Once again, I would like to extend an invitation to the community.  Any 
one that would like to help with the spread of our holiday cheer and donate to 
any of the above programs would be greatly appreciated.  If you would like 
to adopt a family for Christmas, or a child for Christmas, that too would be 
wonderful. Any monetary donations should be made out to FCS Student 
Council.
 We are also looking for donations for a silent auction we are holding 
during the Craft Show at FCS on November 23, 2013. If you would like 
to donate to this please have your donations to the school nurse’s office by 
November 22, 2013.
 If you have any questions about the above programs or any referrals for 
the above programs please feel free to contact me, Stacy Parmenter at 567-
8584or by email stacyparmenter@fillmorecsd.org.  Thank you and have a 
very special Christmas Holiday.

Warm the Children Coat Drive
Secret Santa Gift Program

To:
Cut out this gift tag as a reminder while shopping.

District Office 567-2251
 Mr. Ravo Root, Superintendent
 Mrs. Susan Peet, Secretary
 Mrs. Veronica Barber, Admin. Assist.

Pre K-4 Office 567-4432
 Dr. Wendy Butler, PK-4 Principal
 Mrs. Diana Brown, Secretary

5-12 Office 567-2289
 Mr. Kyle Faulkner, Principal
 Mrs. Michelle Harding, Secretary

Business Office 567-2259
 Mr. Thomas Ricketts, Business Mgr.
 Mrs. Lynette Folts, Secretary
 Mrs. Brenda Nolan, Secretary

Pupil Personnel Services 567-2270
 Mr. William Kelley, Counselor
 Mrs. Heidi Rose, Secretary
 Mrs. Deborah Woltag, Psychologist

Special Education 567-2270
 Mrs. Erin Thomas, Chairperson

Curriculum 567-4432
 Dr. Wendy Butler, Coordinator

Athletics 567-2289
 Mr. Jon Beardlsey, Athletic Director

Custodial 567-2251
 Mr. Gerry Brown, Head Custodian

Food Service 567-2251
 Mrs. Priscilla Beardsley, Cafeteria Mgr

Maintenance 567-2251
 Mr. Ken Redman, Head of Maintenance 

Nurse 567-8584
 Mrs. Stacy Parmenter, R.N.

Transportation 567-2276
 Mr. Les Rose, Supervisor  

Help Make it a Happy 
Holidays For All!

FCS Telephone
Directory

PLEASE NOTE:
The application deadline for Secret Santa is 11/8/2013.

No School, November 11th:
Veteran's Day
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FCS 2013 Christmas Assistance Application
Secret Santa Gift Program • Warm the Children Coat Drive

Parent(s) Name: ________________________________________________________________  
Address: ______________________________________________________________________  
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
Number in Household ___________________ Number Children age 12 & under ___________

1. Forms must be returned to Fillmore Central School Nurse's Office.  2. Please return form ASAP!  3. When 
notified, you will be responsible to pick-up donated items at the Fillmore Central School Nurse's Office.

I give permission for this information to be shared with other agencies giving holiday assistance.

Signature _____________________________________________________ Date __________________

**Applicants must be residents of the Fillmore Central School District to apply.**
All Applications Must Be Submitted By 11/08/2013

Child's Name: __________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: __________________ Age: _______________  Gender: _______________
Sizes ____________________________ Needs/Gift Ideas: _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Child's Name: __________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: __________________ Age: _______________  Gender: _______________
Sizes ____________________________ Needs/Gift Ideas: _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Child's Name: __________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: __________________ Age: _______________  Gender: _______________
Sizes ____________________________ Needs/Gift Ideas: _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Child's Name: __________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: __________________ Age: _______________  Gender: _______________
Sizes ____________________________ Needs/Gift Ideas: _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Child's Name: __________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: __________________ Age: _______________  Gender: _______________
Sizes ____________________________ Needs/Gift Ideas: _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Family Letter ____________

PLEASE INCLUDE IDEAS AND SIZES FOR YOUR CHILD!
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 This was another busy summer for 
the Fillmore FFA chapter. Several of 
our members attended the New York 
State Fair to represent Fillmore.
 The team of Kylie Hint, Paige 
Ando, Chris Smith, and Cole Bennion 
won the New York State FFA Livestock 
judging contest. This earned the team 
the right to attend the National FFA 
convention in Louisville Kentucky dur-
ing the last week of October. They will 
be competing with the best Livestock 
judging teams from every state across 
the nation. As individuals, Kylie placed 
1st, Paige placed 4th, Chris placed 7th. 
Nathan Wagoner placed 11th in the 
livestock judging contest as individual 
contestants. Madeline Freeman and 
Halisha Hinz made up a Jr Livestock 
Judging team and came in 4th place. 
Individually Madeline placed 5th and 
Halisha placed 9th. 
 We rounded out the week with 
Keith Swartz and Ryan Wolfer winning 
the state FFA Wildlife Identification 
contest as a team. There were over 60 
contestants in this event and Keith came 
in 4th as an individual.
 The Fillmore FFA livestock judging 
team is looking forward to competing 
at the National FFA Convention and are 
honored to be representing New York 
State in such an event. 
 At the end of September, 34 mem-
bers of the Fillmore FFA competed in 
the annual Agricultural Skills days at 
Alfred State College. Kylie Hint, Jenn 
Smith, and Paige Ando won 3rd place 
out of 20 teams in the small animal 
Veterinary Science contest. We are still 
waiting on the results for the Stock-
mans’ contest.
 Fall is upon us and the annual fruit 
sale is right around the corner.  Please 
find an order form in this newsletter that 
you can fill out and send in or drop off. 

Fillmore FFA Report

Alfred Skills Day

Ryan Wolfer and 
Keith Swartz 

winners of Wildlife 
Identification.

 State Winning Livestock Teams: (Left to Right): Nathan Wagoner, Halisha Hinz, 
Madeline Freeman, Cole Bennion, Chris Smith, and Kylie Hint 



 

  FILLMORE FFA FRUIT & CHEESECAKE SALE 2013 
 

 Customer Name:       Home Phone:       

         Cell Phone:       

          Work Phone:       

                
 
 Items   Full Box (4/5 Bu) 1/2 Box (2/5 Bu) 1/4 Box (1/5 Bu) Total Ordered 

 Navel Oranges $30.00   $16.00   $8.50      

 Tangelo  $25.00   $14.00   $7.50      

 Hamlin Juice  $25.00   $14.00   $7.50      

 Pink Grapefruit $25.00   $14.00   $7.50      

 Anjour Pears  $48.00   $25.00   $13.50      

                

 Fruit Samplers:     Fruit Samplers: 

 Fresh Fruit      Apples      

 Sampler: $22.00     Sampler: $22.00 

 (Nav, App, Pears & Tangerines)   (Red, Golden, Granny & Gala) 
 

 Oranges      Apple & Pear     

 Sampler: $22.00     Sampler: $22.00 

 (Nav, Tang, Tangerines & Red Navels)  (Rd & Gldn Delicious, Rd & Grn Anjour Pears) 

                

 Tangerines  2/5 Box (Whole) $20.00   1/5 Box (1/2) $11.00   

 Mixed Full Box  (1/3 Nav, 1/3 Tangelo, 1/3 Pink Grapefruit) $27.00     

 Clementines (5 lbs.) $10.50            Pineapple (3 pack) $16.50     

                

 Cheesecakes: 

 20 oz., $10.00 Plain              Cookies & Cream               Cherry                Chocolate Swirl  

 32 oz., $14.00 Strawberry    

                

 Salesperson’s Name:              

 Total Order:                Paid by Check:   Check No.               

 Paid by Cash:                Amount Due at Pick-Up      

**All sales orders are due by Thursday, November 14th** 

Distribution:  Fillmore Bus Garage on December 2nd – 6th from 3:30 – 6 pm. 

Other times by arrangement.  Fruit will not be held beyond 

Friday, December 6th without prior arrangements: Please call 567-2251. 
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Event Date Time

FCS Middle School Play November 7-8, 2013 7:00 PM

NYSSMA Zone 15 Junior High 
Area All-State Festival November 8-9, 2013

Concert @Penn 
Yann MS Nov 9, 

2:00PM

NYSSMA Zone 15 Senior High 
Area All-State Festival 

Fri/Sat – November 
15-16, 2013

Concert @Elmira 
SS HS Nov 16, 

2:00PM

FCS Senior High Christmas Concert December 4, 2013 7PM

NYSSMA Conference All-State 
Festival December 5-8, 2013 Concerts @Eastman 

Theatre Dec. 7/8

FCS Grades 4-8 Christmas Concert December 12, 2013 7:00 PM

FCS Grades PK-3 Christmas 
Program December 17, 2013 6:30 PM

ACSMA  All-County Festival #1 
Intermediate Band, Show Choir, 
String Ensemble

January 17-18, 2014 Concert @FCS Jan 
18, 2:00 PM

ACSMA Solo Festival February 8, 2014 @FCS: times TBD

ACSMA All-County Festival #2 
Junior High Band, Senior High 
Choir, Jazz Band

March 7-8, 2014 Concert @BRCS 
Mar 8, 2:00 PM

ACSMA All-County Festival #3 6th 
Grade Choir, Junior High Choir, 
Senior High Band

March 21-22, 2014
Concert @

Houghton College 
Mar 22, 2:00 PM

FCS High School Musical April 3-5, 2014
April 3

Senior Citizens • 1PM
April 4-5 • 7PM

FCS High School Spring Concert May 7, 2014 7:00 PM

FCS Grades 4-8 Spring Concert May 13, 2014 7:00 PM

FCS Bands Memorial Day Parade May 26, 2014 10:30 AM

FCS Fine Arts Festival May 29, 2014 6-8:00 PM

FCS Dessert Theatre June 6-7, 2014 7:00 PM

FCS PK-3 Patriotic Program June 13, 2014 9:00 AM

Darien Lake Trip (Band) June 8, 2014 9:00 AM

FCS Music/Drama Department Dates 2013-2014

 If you have a band instrument gath-
ering dust under a bed or in a closet, 
please consider donating it to the FCS 
Music Department.  There is always a 
need for band instruments for children 
who want to learn to play, but cannot af-
ford an instrument.  We provide as many 
as we can, but there is still a need.  Your 
donation is tax deductible!  Contact 
Jessica Chapman at (585)567-2289 if 
you would like to donate.  Thank you!

 FCS Student Council and Mrs. 
Rookey’s Class are holding our an-
nual Little Caesars Fundraiser to raise 
money for the Secret Santa program 
from Oct. 7th – Oct. 28th.  Delivery of 
the pizza kits will be November 7, 2013 
at 1:00pm. You can make arrangements 
with the person you order from for de-
livery or you may pick up your order at 
that time. 
 Little Caesars pizza kits range in 
price from $12.00 - $19.00 and contain 
all the ingredients to bake delicious 
pizza and bread at home in minutes.
 Little Caesars pizza kit line up in-
cludes 20 delicious Little Caesars Pizza 
Kits, Bread Kits,, and Accessory Items 
to choose from: Pepperoni, Cheese, Thin 
Crust, Italian Sausage, Whole Wheat, 
Personal Pepperoni, Personal Cheese, 
Microwave Baby Pan!Pan!, Deep Dish 
Meal Kit, Take 2 Bake, Fiesta Meal Kit, 
Family Meal Kit, Crazy Bread, Italian 
Cheese Bread, Cinnamon Crazy Bread, 
Caesars Dips Kit, Gourmet Salad Fixin’s 
Kit, and more!
 To order your items from FCS for 
the Secret Santa program you can con-
tact Stacy Parmenter at FCS.  My e-mail 
is stacyparmenter@fillmorecsd.org and 
my phone is 585-567-8584. You can also 
contact one of the students in Student 
Council or Mrs Rookey’s class to place 
your order.

Instruments Needed!

Pizza! Pizza! for Sale
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Dear Parents/ Guardians,
 The 2002 No Child Left Behind leg-
islation requires every district receiving 
Title I funds to notify parents of their 
right to request the qualifications of 
their child’s teacher(s).  Fillmore Central 
School receives Title I funds.  Parents/ 
Guardians of students attending school 
at Fillmore Central have the right to 
request the following information about 
their child’s teacher(s):
 A. whether the teacher has met the 

 D. whether the child is provided 
services by paraprofessionals and, if so, 
their qualifications.
 The information will be provided to 
the requesting parent/ guardian within 
two business days from the District 
office.
 
 Sincerely,
 
 Ravo Root
 Superintendent of Schools

No Child Left Behind Act:  Parents Have Right to Request Credentials
State qualification and licensing criteria 
for the grade levels and subject areas 
which the teacher provides instruction;
 B. whether the teacher is teaching 
under emergency or other provisional 
status through which State qualification 
or licensing criteria have been waived;
 C. the baccalaureate degree major 
of the teacher and any other gradu-
ate certification or degree held by the 
teacher, and the field of discipline of the 
certification or degree; and

 The Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), a Federal law, 
requires that Fillmore Central School, 
with certain exceptions, obtain your 
written consent prior to the disclosure 
of personally identifiable information 
from your child’s education records.  
However, Fillmore Central School may 
disclose appropriately designated “di-
rectory information” without written 
consent, unless you have advised the 
District to the contrary in accordance 
with District procedures.  The primary 
purpose of direction information is to 
allow the Fillmore Central School to 
include this type of information from 
your child’s education records in certain 
school publications.  Examples include:
 • A drama playbill; school website;
 • The school yearbook; District 
newsletter and other mailings
 • Honor roll or other recognition 
lists; classroom projects;

 • Graduation programs; and 
 • Sports activity sheets, such as for 
wrestling, showing weight and height of 
team members.

 Directory information, which is 
information that is generally not consid-
ered harmful or an invasion of privacy 
if released, can also be disclosed to 
outside organizations without a parent’s 
prior written consent.  Outside organi-
zations include, but are not limited to, 
companies that manufacture class rings 
or publish yearbooks.  
 If you do not want Fillmore Central 
School to disclose directory information 
from your child’s education records 
without your prior written consent, 
you must notify the District in writing.  
Fillmore Central School has designated 
the following information as directory 
information:

 • Student’s name
 • Address
 • Telephone listing
 • Electronic mail address
 • Date and place of birth
 • Major field of study
 • Dates of attendance
 • Grade level
 • Participation in officially recog-
nized activities and sports
 • Weight and height of members of 
athletic teams
 • Degrees, honors, and awards re-
ceived
 • The most recent educational 
agency or institution attended
 • Student ID number, user ID, or 
other unique personal identifier used 
to communicate in electronic systems 
that cannot be used to access education 
records without a PIN, password, etc.  
(A student’s SSN, in whole or in part, 
cannot be used for this purpose.)

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
Model Notice for Directory Information

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act Opt-Out Form
 If you do not want Fillmore Central School to disclose directory information from your child’s education records 
without your prior written consent please sign below to opt-out.
          

 Student Signature ______________________________________________ Date ________________________________

 

 Parent Signature _______________________________________________ Date ________________________________ 

Please return this form to the school only if you are opting out of the above.
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 Principal Kyle Faulkner of Fillmore 
Central School announced today that 
Nathaniel LaCelle-Peterson has been 
named a Commended Student in the 
2014 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram.  A Letter of Commendation from 
the school and National Merit Schol-
arship Corporation (NMSC), which 
conducts the program, will be presented 
by the principal to this scholastically 
talented senior.
 About 34,000 Commended Students 
throughout the nation are being recog-
nized for their exceptional academic 
promise.  Although they will not con-
tinue in the 201 competition for National 
Merit Scholarship awards, Commended 
Students placed among the top five per-
cent of more than 1.5 million students 
who entered the 2014 competition by 
taking the 2012 Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT®).
 “The young men and women being 
named Commended Students have dem-
onstrated outstanding potential for aca-
demic success,” commented a spokes-
person for NMSC.  “These students 
represent a valuable national resource; 
recognizing their accomplishments, 
as well as the key role their schools 
play in their academic development, is 
vital to the advancement of educational 
excellence in our nation.  We hope that 
this recognition will help broaden their 
educational opportunities and encourage 
them as they continue their pursuit of 
academic success.”

Merit Scholarship

Prestigious Music Honors
 The FCS Music Department is THRILLED to announce that four student 
musicians have been selected to participate in performing ensembles at the 
highest level awarded to musicians in New York State.  Daniel Bennett, Mary 
Douglas, Hannah Hijleh and Michael Cole will be performing in this year’s New 
York State School Music Association Conference All-State Festival, to be held 
December 5-8, 2013 in Rochester, NY.  Daniel, Mary and Michael will be per-
forming in the Mixed Chorus, and Hannah Hijleh will be performing as a Violin 
I in the Symphony Orchestra.  Being selected for these ensembles represents 
YEARS of hard work and dedication to music.  Approximately 3,500 students 
from across the entire state apply for this honor, and only 900 are selected.  We 
are so proud to have FOUR of those wonderfully talented students this year!

28th Annual

Craft Show
Fillmore Central School

104 West Main St, Fillmore, NY

Saturday, November 23, 2013
10:00am - 3:00pm

A Variety of Crafts   
Lunch Available

For use in FCS Newsletter-2013
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS AND DELAYS

 There may be times when it is necessary 
to close school or delay the opening 
of school.  Please note the following 
procedures regarding delayed opening and/
or closing of school.
 ONE HOUR DELAY in school opening 
(the school day will begin at 9:20 a.m. instead 
of 8:20 a.m. with the school buses running 
approximately one hour later).
 TWO HOUR DELAY in school 
opening (the school day will begin at 
10:20 a.m. instead of 8:20 a.m. with the 
school buses running approximately two 
hours later).
 When it is necessary to CLOSE 
SCHOOL because of inclement weather 
or for other reasons, it will be announced 
over the radio and TV stations listed below.  
It may be necessary also to close school 
and send the children home prior to regular 
dismissal times.  If you aren’t home during 
the day, we should be informed as to where 
your children should go. Emergency forms 
were sent home with your children at the 
start of school.  If you have any changes to 
that information, please call the appropriate 
office.  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THIS 
INFORMATION IS KEPT CURRENT.   
This information is needed for your child’s 
safety and protection.
 Announcements concerning delayed 
openings or closing of school will be 
announced on the following radio and 
television stations:

Buffalo
WGRZ-TV (Channel 2),
WIVB-TV (Channel 4)
WKBW-TV (Channel 7)
WLKK FM (107.7), WTSS FM (102.5)
Rochester
WHAM TV (Channel 13)
Warsaw
WCJW AM (1140)
Olean
WPIG FM (95.7), WHDL AM (1450)
Wellsville
WJQZ FM (103.5)
 The District will also contact parents 
by phone with Power Announcement.

A Big "Thank You" to Our Community
 The Fillmore Community Sports Boosters would like to extend A BIG 
“THANK YOU” TO THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY for the overwhelming 
support during Homecoming Weekend.  Thanks to your support, as well as 
the support of soccer fans from Scio and Wellsville, we were able to provide 
Stacy Bentley (an FCS teacher) and her family who recently lost everything 
in a house fire with over $900 in donations as a result of money raised from 
50/50 raffles and a donation jar.  In addition, as a result of the Chinese Auc-
tion, the food stand, the FCS apparel and the 5K Run/Walk, we had our most 
successful weekend ever.  This will help us continue to support the many 
donations that our Community Sports Boosters Program provides each year. 
We sincerely want to thank those who donated baskets for the Chinese auc-
tion and our many volunteers.  Once again, it is an honor to live in such a 
supportive community. 
 Speaking of volunteers… while we have some dedicated volunteers 
already, we definitely need more.  If the parents of every athlete signed up 
to work in the snack stand at least once a season it would greatly reduce the 
work load on the few very dedicated volunteers that work several games in 
a season.  If you are interested in working at the snack stand feel free to call 
Kari Mancuso at 567-2251 or email her at kmancuso@fillmorecsd.org
 When many of you think of the Fillmore Community Sports Boosters, 
you picture the food wagon from soccer and baseball season or the food stand 
during basketball season.  What you may not be aware of is the many things 
that the Fillmore Community Sports Boosters supports financially:  
 *Awards for indoor soccer tournaments  
 *Refs for summer basketball tournaments
 *AA Youth Sat. soccer tournaments
 *Counselor Classic sponsorships
 *Ronald McDonald sponsorships
 *Big 30 Academic Scholarship dinners
 *Senior sweatshirts and mugs for parents
 *Flowers for senior parents (in the past)
 *Senior scholarships (1 male & 1 female)
 *Project Graduation
 *Rooms for sectional wrestling
 *Trip to Rochester for girls’ varsity soccer
 *BJ’s membership
 *Insurance and maintenance on food wagon
 *And much more
 This year, it is our mission to build awareness of what the Fillmore Com-
munity Sports Boosters does for our school and community, to recruit new 
volunteers, and to obtain sponsorship from our community businesses.  In the 
near future, local business owners may receive a letter or a visit from a Sports 
Booster’s volunteer who will be asking for your sponsorship.  In return, you 
can have your business name or logo painted on the food wagon.  The latter 
endeavor is still in the planning process.  
 The Fillmore Community Sports Boosters believes that with school and 
community supports working together, we can achieve any goal we set forth.  
If you are interested in sponsoring or volunteering, feel free to call Kari 
Mancuso at 567-2251 or email her at kmancuso@fillmorecsd.org
Once again, we want to thank our community for the support on homecoming 
weekend and we look forward to working together in the future.
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 The Secret Santa Program at Fill-
more Central School is an annual com-
munity project designed to help families 
in need. The program is coordinated by 
our school nurse, Stacy Parmenter. It 
enables the faculty, staff, and students 
at FCS, as well as surrounding com-
munities, to provide Christmas Gifts for 
families who may be in need. Families 
who have lost jobs, or are facing finan-
cial struggles can contact or are referred 
to Mrs. Parmenter. She then locates 
individuals in the school or community 
who are willing to “adopt” a child for 
Christmas – anonymously purchasing 
gifts from family’s wish list.
 The Secret Santa Program is sup-
ported by donations of gifts and money 
by the faculty and staff at FCS, as well as 
Fillmore, and surrounding communities. 
It is the entire communities overwhelm-
ing generosity that enables over 200 
children to benefit from this program 
each year.
 This year, students are participating 
in a fund raiser at the FCS Craft Show, 
November 23, 2013. They will be do-
ing a “Silent Auction”; any donations 
you can offer them would be greatly 
appreciated. All money raised from the 
Silent Auction will be used to purchase 
gifts for children this Christmas. The 
Goal of the Secret Santa Program is to 
demonstrate our love and support to the 
Fillmore community. Our desire is to 
make Christmas a special holiday for 
every child.
 You can forward any donation to 
Stacy Parmenter in the FCS Nurse’s 
Office. You can contact Stacy by phone: 
585-567-8584 or e-mail stacypar-
menter@fillmorecsd.org. Thank you for 
your continued support.

Silent Auction
Donations Needed

Ski/Snowboard Club Ready for Action!
 Fillmore Ski and Snowboard Club is getting ready for another great season 
of downhill fun at Swain Resort. Last year’s record participation of 52 students 
(that means that 1 in 14 students at FCS belongs to the Ski and Snowboard 
Club!) proves once again winter is not about hibernating, but getting out and 
having fun with friends and family. Swain Resort, the hidden jewel of northern 
Allegany County, has continued to make improvements to the slopes and the 
quality of their snow making efforts. This coming season they will be using their 
new snow guns to help Mother Nature keep the slopes covered tree line to tree 
line and ready for action. 
 In an effort to promote their school clubs, Swain has actually dropped the 
prices on rental packages as much as 28%! Swain is doing all it can to hold down 
the cost of this great winter activity for school clubs members! For students who 
choose to purchase packages through the school, transportation will be provided 
and they will receive a free one hour lesson for either skiing or snowboarding 
each time the school club goes to Swain. Rentals are available and students can 
try both skiing and snowboarding to see which is their real forte.
 The Fillmore Ski and Snowboard Club will be making 17 trips to Swain 
this season so there will be lots of opportunities for students to do both day and 
night riding. Parents, too, are invited to come with their kids and enjoy this great 
winter activity. Last year we had 11 parents riding down the slopes with their 
kids at Swain … if they could keep up! Swain Resort is a great family friendly 
place with warm comfortable lodge space to either sit and watch the slopes or 
drink your coffee. With Wi-Fi available in the lodge and three dining options, 
even the non-skiers can enjoy the day at Swain.  
 Club information is available from Mr. Mast and brochures can be picked 
up in the hallway outside his classroom at any time. If you didn’t have a chance 
to talk to the representatives from Swain at Open House, please feel free to 
email or call Mr. Mast with your questions and he will do all he can to point 
you in the right direction for you and your family’s needs concerning skiing or 
snowboarding at Swain.
 Let it snow and see you on the slopes!



New legislation requires all homeowners receiving a Basic STAR exemption to register 
with the New York State Tax Department in order to receive the exemption in 2014 and 
subsequent years.  

This is part of a new initiative to protect New Yorkers against inappropriate or fraudulent 
STAR exemptions.

Who must register?
Resident homeowners who currently receive the Basic STAR exemption must register 
with the New York State Tax Department in order to receive the exemption in 2014 and 
subsequent years.

• Homeowners do not need to re-register every year. 
• Based on the information provided in the registration process, the Tax Department 
     will confirm homeowners’ eligibility in future years. 

Senior citizens
Senior citizens receiving the Enhanced STAR exemption are not affected 
by the new registration requirement. However, in order to receive 
Enhanced STAR, seniors must continue to:

• apply annually, or
• participate in the Income Verification Program.

New York State Department of Taxation and Finance

STAR Registration Fact Sheet

Resident homeowners applying for STAR for the first time are not affected by this 
year’s registration procedure. To apply for STAR a new applicant must:

• use Form RP-425, Application for School Tax Relief (STAR) Exemption, available 
    on the Tax Department’s Web site, and 
• file the application with their local assessor.

When does registration begin?
Registration will begin August 19, 2013 and continue through December 31, 2013.

• The Tax Department will mail instructions to all homeowners who currently receive 
     the Basic STAR exemption. The letters will include a STAR code that homeowners 
     will need to register.
• Because seniors who receive Enhanced STAR are not affected by the new 
     requirements, they will not receive new instructions from the Tax Department.

RP-425-FS (9/13) www.tax.ny.govcontinued on back

For persons residing outside of New York City



RP-425-FS (9/13) (back)

How does a homeowner register?
Online registration
The fastest and easiest way for homeowners to register is through the Tax Department’s Web 
site, www.tax.ny.gov.

Homeowners will need their STAR code to register. In addition to being included in the 
instructions that were mailed to them, homeowners will be able to find their STAR code through 
an online lookup or by calling the Tax Department at (518) 457-2036.

Online registration is a simple process that will require homeowners to provide some basic 
information about their eligibility for the STAR exemption. Homeowners will need to:

• provide the STAR code and confirm the property address
• provide the names and social security numbers for all owners of the property and spouses
• confirm that the property is the primary residence of one of its owners (married 
     couples with multiple residences may only claim one STAR exemption)
• confirm that the combined income of the owners and their spouses who reside at 
     the property does not exceed $500,000
• confirm that no resident owner receives a residency-based tax exemption from 
     another state

Telephone registration – (518) 457-2036
Homeowners who are unable to register online will be able to register over the phone. The 
Tax Department will also provide telephone support to any homeowners who have questions 
about online registration.

What happens when homeowners do not register?
The Tax Department will send homeowners additional letter reminders in December 2013 and 
January 2014. 

In February 2014 the Tax Department will give assessors the names of any homeowners who 
did not register, or who were determined not to be eligible for STAR. The assessment roll 
entries for these homeowners will not include the STAR exemption.

• Homeowners who the Tax Department found to be ineligible for STAR will have 
    the right to administrative review within the Tax Department, and review before 
    the State Board of Real Property Tax Services. 

www.tax.ny.gov
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 At Fillmore School, we take pride in 
preparing our students for success in life 
after they graduate from Fillmore.  We are 
interested in responses from alumni who have 
found success in college, military, career, or 
business to write to us and share how their 
educational experience at Fillmore prepared 
them for success in life.  We will post these 
letters on the alumni section of our web page 
and share them in future newsletters.  If you 
are a Fillmore alumni and you are interested 
in writing a testimonial please contact Ravo 
Root, Superintendent of Fillmore by email at 
rroot@fillmorecsd.org . 

 Justin Thomas graduated from Fillmore 
in 2003.  He has a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
(2007) in English and Education from St. 
John Fisher College and a Masters in Spe-
cial Education (2012) from Grand Canyon 
University.  Mr. Thomas currently teaches 
9th grade English and 8th grade Writing with 
Technology at Bolivar Richburg.  Justin also 
coaches soccer, basketball and baseball at 
Bolivar and helps with summer baseball for 
Fillmore.  

Testimonial
   Fillmore Central School is a place I still hold 
very near and dear to my heart.  It still amazes 
me, being now ten years removed from high 
school, how much I still reflect on the expe-
riences and opportunities I was blessed with 
at FCS, and how they’ve shaped who I am 
today.  It would take days to discuss the myr-
iad of important things I learned during my 
elementary, middle, and high school career, 
but at the pinnacle of all that rests the values, 
wisdom, and knowledge that my teachers and 
coaches tirelessly instilled upon me.  Nothing 
brings me greater joy than having the oppor-
tunity to pay that forward to my students and 
athletes at Bolivar-Richburg Central School.  
To be someone who can influence the lives of 
so many people throughout the course of just 
one day on the job, is something that twelve 
years ago I saw only as a pipe dream.  Six 
years ago that pipe dream became a reality, 
and I owe everything to the faculty and staff 
at Fillmore for helping me prepare for it.
     It would be a travesty to not recognize those 
who had the biggest impact on my growth as 
an individual, and taught me things just by be-
ing who they were as individuals themselves.  
Mr. Ron “Rocky” Sweeney is one of the first 
people who showed me the importance of 
compassion and enthusiasm.  Rocky had this 
knack for taking all the gym class clichés, 
such as dodgeball and kickball, and turning 
them into these epic events where he would 
hoot and holler and genuinely commend us 
for doing something as trivial as kicking a 

nior and senior years. It has paid dividends 
in more ways than he will ever know.  No 
one has helped me prepare for life beyond 
high school or make sense of the world the 
way that Coach Mullen has and still does.  
He continues to be someone I can share 
the trials and tribulations of teaching and 
coaching with, and has always been able to 
put the things that are truly important into 
perspective.  Anyone who has ever been a 
part of a sports team knows the importance 
of teamwork, but on a Mullen-coached team 
it was a non-negotiable.  This is where I truly 
learned the value of accountability.  There 
was not a guy on the roster who was in it for 
himself.  We were brothers in every sense of 
the word, and that was the direct result Coach 
Mullen’s ability to help us understand how 
imperative a team-first attitude is.  He made 
sure we understood that this same philosophy 
extended far beyond the confines of a soccer 
field, basketball court, or baseball diamond, 
and that it would be crucial to adopt this mode 
of thinking in all that we do.  He didn’t just 
help us grow in the realms of English, soccer, 
and basketball; he helped us grow as people.  
Sports allow so many teaching opportunities 
that are exponentially bigger than the games 
themselves, and no one was better at capital-
izing on those opportunities better than James 
Mullen.  I don’t know if I could ever impact a 
kid’s life the way Coach Mullen has impacted 
mine, but I will always strive to be someone 
my students and athletes look to as a positive 
role model.
     There are countless other teachers and 
coaches at Fillmore who are cut from the 
same cloth as those mentioned above.  These 
people have made it their life’s work to be a 
positive influence on school-age children and 
equip them with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to make it in the real world.  They 
are dedicated, trustworthy, and compassion-
ate people, and I am very thankful to have 
been a part of such greatness.  I am also 
very fortunate to have several opportunities 
to return to Fillmore every year and play 
against teams who share that same level of 
commitment and unity that I experienced 
during my time there.  Even though I’m a 
part of the opposition now, my players and I 
are always treated with the utmost respect.  I 
always know that a sporting event will be a 
good experience for everyone involved, win 
or lose.  That sense of security is a direct result 
of the people at FCS who strive toward mak-
ing good human beings out of their students 
and athletes.  I couldn’t possibly imagine 
growing up anywhere else, and I am eternally 
grateful to those who made my experience as 
a Fillmore Eagle, one that I will cherish for 
the rest of my life.

Alumni Testimonial: Justin Thomas, Class of 2003
ball or making a good throw.  I admired that 
about him, and soon learned that finding and 
expressing the joy that stems from even the 
simplest of feats can go a long way toward 
longevity and one’s impact on a school and 
community.  It is no secret that Rocky Swee-
ney is a Fillmore legend, and I wholeheart-
edly believe that by caring so deeply about 
his job, his students, and his athletes, he was 
able to teach and coach at a very high level 
for much longer than the norm.  One of the 
greatest honors in my athletic career was be-
ing a part of Rocky Sweeney’s last basketball 
and baseball teams.  To be able to witness 
firsthand the final chapter of an amazing story 
is something I have never taken for granted.
     To this day, the best teacher I’ve ever 
had is Mrs. Colleen Myers.  I still vividly 
remember the day I sat down, opened up my 
binder to my notes section, and was promptly 
told “Justin, IF you don’t take out your notes 
right now, THEN you can go to the office!”  
Confused, I responded by saying that my 
notes were out, and even showed them to 
her, but she said the same thing again, and 
with no change in the gruff delivery.  Right 
before I started crying, she addressed the 
class by saying that this was an example 
of an if-then statement, a major component 
of the unit on logic we were beginning that 
day.  She had a multitude of similar methods 
to engage her students in her lessons, and to 
this day I still remember so much of what 
she taught me.  There are countless other 
mantras, mnemonic devices, and classroom 
demonstrations that made math so accessible 
and easier to digest, but those things don’t 
even compare to the way Colleen taught us 
about things like integrity and dedication by 
being a consummate professional, and going 
above and beyond the call of duty to help any 
student who needed her. The most admirable 
thing about how Colleen conducted business, 
was that she was never afraid to call us out 
when we didn’t put forth our best effort, but 
would bend over backwards to help us get to 
where we needed to be.  I knew that I could 
always approach her with a problem, school 
related or not, knowing that I was getting her 
full consideration and honest opinion about 
how that situation should be handled.  To 
have a resource like Colleen Myers during a 
time of such critical human growth is one of 
the most valuable assets a teenager can have, 
and I could never stop thanking her for what 
she has done for me.
       There are many people I have looked up 
to in my life, but at the top of that list is Mr. 
James Mullen.  As a soccer and basketball 
coach, English teacher, play director, and 
class advisor, Coach Mullen was someone 
whose influence was ubiquitous in my ju-



Fillmore Central School
104 W. Main Street
Fillmore, New York 14735

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Thomas Parmenter, President
Paul Cronk
Marcus Dean
Sara Hatch
Faith Roeske

ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent
 Ravo Root
PK-4 Principal & Curriculum Director
 Wendy Butler
Grades 5-12 Principal
 Kyle Faulkner
Guidance Director
 William Kelley
Business Manager
 Thomas Ricketts

Or Current Resident

POSTAL PATRON

 This past June, we had over 40 
members of our FCS family take part 
in our yearly golf scramble & celebra-
tion at Rolling Acres Golf Course in 
Pike.   Current and former employees 
and friends of FCS  got together for an 
afternoon and evening of golf, good food 

Fillmore Faculty, Staff and Friends Hold Annual Golf Scramble
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and great times! We would like to give 
a big THANK YOU to the following 
local businesses for their generosity in 
donating prizes for our event!
Cuba Specialty Mfg.
Speicher’s Groceries
Allegany County Schools FCU

The Hawgs Trough 
Fillmore Pharmacy
Fillmore Shop & Save
Lake Side Serenity Salon and Day Spa
The Beauty Bar
Fillmore Dollar General

There are still spaces left for vendors for the FCS Craft Show.
If you would like to purchase a space, please email Adrene Reding, Advisor, at
areding@fillmorecsd.org or call the school at (585) 567-2251 to speak to her.


